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After the judges review the submitted Engineering Notebooks, complete the initial team interviews and evaluate the 
team and robot performance during matches, they convene to review their assessments and create a list of top 
candidates for the various judged awards. Judges may require additional impromptu discussions with teams if necessary. 
Deliberations are usually completed during the elimination matches. When the judges have finished their deliberations, 
the engineering notebooks are returned to teams. 

Teams are asked to bring their robot to the judge interview. This is the best chance for teams to explain and 
demonstrate their robot design to the judges in a quiet and relaxed environment. 

7.4.2 Judging Schedule 
The judging generally takes place in a separate area away from the noise of the competition and pit. Teams follow the 
schedule that outlines team interview times and locations. In some cases, teams may receive this information in 
advance, but more often, teams will receive this information when they check-in on the morning of the event. 

Upon arrival, please familiarize yourself with where the judging will occur and allow enough time to get there. To keep 
this process on time throughout the event, we require that all teams arrive at the judge queuing area five minutes 
before their scheduled judging interview. 

7.4.3 Team Preparation 
Teams are encouraged to use the award guidelines to assess where they are within an award category and help them 
establish higher goals. These guidelines are the same ones used by the judges during each FTC tournament, Super-
Regional Championship, and at the FTC World Championship. 

The judges want to know highlights about the team; its history and make up; what the team achieved during the 
competition season; and the experiences that were gained. Team representatives’ abilities to answer the questions or 
elaborate on robot design functions or attributes are evaluated during the team interview. Check with the event 
organizer to see if Mentors and Coaches are allowed to observe the team interview. Mentors may not contribute to the 
judging process. Mentors should always keep in mind that FTC is a student-centered activity and it is about giving the 
students a unique and stimulating experience in all aspects of the program. 

7.5 FTC World Championship Event Eligibility 
The culmination of the FIRST event season is the FIRST Championship Event held in St. Louis, MO. This event represents 
the conclusion of the season for Jr. FIRST LEGO League (Jr. FLL), FIRST LEGO League (FLL), the FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC), 
and the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC). This is a fun and exciting experience for teams in all programs to participate. 

FIRST Tech Challenge teams earn their way to the FTC World Championship with their performance on and off the field. 
Advancement Criteria for the FTC World Championship is outlined in Section 3.8 and is similar to advancing from local 
Qualifiers to local Championship tournaments and to Super Regional Championships. Teams are responsible for their 
own entry fees, lodging, and travel costs to all FIRST events. 

8.0 Team Resources 

8.1 Overview 
This chapter provides teams with necessary information for contacting FTC staff, accessing technical support, using the 
FTC Q&A system, and using the FIRST and FTC logos. 
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8.2 FIRST Contact Information 
Teams can reach the FTC staff by e-mail at FTCteams@usfirst.org. The office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., EST. Be sure to provide your team number and contact information. 

8.3 Getting Answers to your Questions 
For general information and questions regarding the FTC, please send an e-mail request to: FTCteams@usfirst.org. 

For specific information and questions regarding the FTC program in your area, please contact your region’s Affiliate 
Partner.  Search for your area’s Affiliate Partner on the FTC web site: www.usfirst.org/regional-contacts. 

For questions regarding the annual FTC game (released in September), please have your team leader log into the FIRST 
TIMS (Team Information Management System) to see your FTC team forum login under the ‘What’s New’ information 
once your team has registered and paid. The FTC Forum opens in September. 

Note:  Accounts are updated weekly by the FIRST IT Department. If you have trouble accessing the forums, please feel 
free to contact FIRST at FTCteams@usfirst.org. 

8.4 Rules for Forum Participation 
In order to ask official game questions in the FTC Forum, you must register and activate your account. The FTC Game 
Q&A is accessed directly at ftcforum.usfirst.org or by browsing to forums.usfirst.org and following the “FIRST Tech 
Challenge” link found under the “FIRST Programs” heading. Please do not use the FRC Game Q&A for FTC Questions. 

Anyone can read this moderated forum. Only a single team leader is allowed to ask questions on the forum. Before 
posting a question, please make sure it has not already been answered. Game questions are not answered after 11:59 
AM EST on Thursday during the competition season. Questions asked after this time are answered after the events have 
concluded for that weekend. As the forum is moderated, questions and answers will be visible only after they have been 
reviewed and answered. 

For detailed information on the FTC program, robot kit and accessories, playing field, etc., visit the following web pages: 

FTC information, game information, FAQs, and team resources: www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/ftc/ 

FTC Game Q&A: ftcforum.usfirst.org 

8.5 Team Development Support 
In addition to the staff at FIRST Headquarters, an additional regional level of support is available through the FIRST Tech 
Challenge Affiliate Partners, FIRST Regional Directors, FIRST Senior Mentors, and VISTA Volunteers. The FTC Affiliate 
Partners coordinate all FTC activities within a state, province, or region, and should be your foremost resource for help 
with the program. To find an Affiliate Partner, Regional Director, Senior Mentor, or VISTA volunteer available in your 
area, please contact FIRST at FTCteams@usfirst.org. 

8.6 Using the FIRST and FTC Logos 
We encourage teams to develop and promote team identity. It is a great way to help FIRST judges, announcers, and 
audiences recognize your team at the competition, and it is also a way to help teams create excitement in their 
communities. 

Teams have incredibly creative opportunities in terms of designing your own identity. There are many examples of how 



Rev 1 – July 1, 2013 32 © FIRST Tech Challenge  

teams brand their efforts with websites, team logos on robots, T-shirts, hats, banners, fliers, and giveaways. 

You can download the FIRST and FTC logos and Logo Standards information from the FTC web site at: 
www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/resourcecenter.aspx?id=17122. Keep in mind the following when working with the 
FIRST and FTC logos: 

Positive Promotion: Use the FIRST and FTC logos in a manner that is positive and promotes FIRST. 

Unmodified: Use the FIRST and FTC logos without modification. This means that you will use our name and the triangle, 
circle, square as you see it on our website or letterhead. You can use it in red, blue, and white, or in black and white. 

Modification Permission:  If you have an interest in modifying the FIRST and FTC logos, you must first contact FIRST. 
Please submit a written request letting us know why you want to modify the logo, how you plan to do it, and where you 
plan to apply it. Send an e-mail request to the FIRST Marketing Department, marketing@usfirst.org. 

Advertising Use Approval:  All teams and sponsors must obtain approval from FIRST prior to incorporating our logo in 
any advertising. Send an e-mail request for advertising approval to: marketing@usfirst.org. 

  


