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1.0 Introduction 
About FIRST® 

“…to create a world where science and technology are celebrated… where young people dream of becoming 
science and technology heroes.” 

Dean Kamen, Founder, FIRST 

 
FIRST® (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) was founded by inventor Dean Kamen to inspire 
young people’s interest and participation in science and technology. Based in Manchester, New Hampshire, FIRST is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit public charity. 

As a volunteer-driven organization, FIRST is built on partnerships with individuals as well as businesses, educational 
institutions, and government. Some of the world’s most respected companies provide funding, mentorship time and 
talent, and equipment to make FIRST’s mission a reality. As a team coach, you join over 120,000 committed and 
effective volunteers who are key to introducing over 300,000 young people to the joy of problem solving through 
engineering. 

FIRST provides four programs: the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC®) for grades 9-12, the FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC®) 
for grades 7-12; FIRST LEGO® League (FLL®) for 9 to 14 year-olds, and Junior FIRST LEGO League (Jr.FLL®) for 6 to 9 year-
olds. Also located at FIRST headquarters is the research and development facility called FIRST PlaceTM. FIRST Place is 
integral to game design, new program development, evaluation, and professional development of FIRST mentors. 

 

“We want to change the culture by celebrating 
the mind.  We need to show kids that it’s more fun to 

design and create a video game than it is to play one.”  
 

Dean Kamen, 
Founder, FIRST 

 

 

Dean Kamen is President of DEKA Research & Development Corporation; a dynamic company focused on the 
development of revolutionary new technologies that span a diverse set of applications. As an inventor, physicist, and 
entrepreneur, Dean has dedicated his life to developing technologies that help people lead better lives.  Dean’s proudest 
accomplishment is founding FIRST. 

  


